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The holiday season is hereé campers, coaches and cruise ships suggest summer is nearly with 

us and bringing with it visitors from all over the world to enjoy the Orkney islandsé our culture, 

history and scenery.  However it isnôt only the history and scenery that Orkney is known for it is 

as well the warmth of welcome. 

 

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 

for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. (Hebrews 13:2) 

 

Thereôs a thought: that by showing the kindness of hospitality we might be entertaining angels 

unawares - which got me thinking.    

 

I thought we might celebrate Back to Church Sunday this yearé usually 

it falls on the last Sunday of September and a simple invitation is of-

feredé  "Would you like to come to church with me?"    Itôs so much 

easier to go along to church with a friend or neighbour if you havenôt 

been for a while ï or ever.    Simple as it sounds this idea works and has 

been tried across the denominations and up and down the country.    Peo-

ple who don't usually go to church will say óyesô to a personal invitation 

from someone they know.  

 

As they say ñit is the oldest idea of all, the one that made shepherds leave their flocks, fishermen 

leave their nets, and tax collectors climb out of trees.    Someone invited them!ò 

 

Church doors are held wide open in welcome.    While offering a particular invitation to visitors 

to Orkney you could make a point of inviting someone to church 

who hasnôt come along for a whileé   We are always happy to see 

old friends and new.    However hosting a Back to Church Sunday 

shows that little bit extra effort on our part making folk just a wee 

bit more welcome and wanted.   Nearer the time please look out for 

information and invitations and be thinking who you might want to 

invite and welcome into the heart of our Christian family. 

 

Rev. Wilma Johnston 
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Out of the Life of our  

East Mainland Congregation 

Isabella Cormack   26/2/15 

Violet Sutherland    7/4/15 

Hylton Shearer  16/4/15 

Marjorie Clouston      1/5/15  

Also Remembered 

Kenneth Sutherland          22/2/15              

Linda Fulcher               19/4/15 

Peggy Gorn              29/4/15  

The Visit of Basilio Almonte 

During Fairtrade Fortnight on Sunday 1st March East 

Mainland Church was very fortunate to receive a 

visit from Basilio Almonte a cocoa producer from 

the Dominican Republic. Although the evening was 

of the sort winter in Orkney often presents us with, 

we were transported to the sunshine and warmth of 

the West Indies as Basilio began his slide presenta-

tion, allowing the joy and humility of his personality 

to fill the church. 

 The Dominican Republic shares the Caribbean is-

land of Hispaniola with its neighbour Haiti. More 

than a third of the countryôs population of 9.9 mil-

lion live in poverty particularly in the rural border 

areas where agriculture is the main occupation. 

Basilio is the Technical and Quality Manager with 

CONACADO a farmersô organisation which has 

been producing cocoa for Fairtrade since 1997. 

More than two thirds of its membersô production of 

cocoa is sold to the Fairtrade market, ensuring bet-

ter, stable prices and the additional Fairtrade  Premi-

um of $200 a tonne to invest in a range of business 

and community improvements. 

What does this mean in practise? Farmers who are 

part of the CONACADO cooperative grow the co-

coa pods which are harvested for the cocoa beans 

they contain. The initial processing of the cocoa 

beans is carried out in the Dominican Republic then 

they are exported to the UK to become the more fa-

miliar products of chocolate bars, biscuits, hot choc-

olate and cocoa powders, before being sold by vari-

ous companies and initiatives under the Fairtrade 

logo. This is of course the main business of the 

farmers but the Fairtrade Premium further supports 

these farmers in numerous ways: building drying 

and warehouse facilities to improve the quality of 

the cocoa, technical training to improve yields, road 

repairs to ensure that the crop can be transported to 

the production facilities all help the farmers. Local 

communities are supported by building schools, 

community centres and medical clinics. A project 

close to Basilioôs heart is the provision of running 

water to villages that have never had this. A recur-

ring burst pipe in the Holm area produced a few 

hours of mild irritation. Never to have had running 

water? Beyond imagination. 

After the service tea was served along with an op-

portunity to sample chocolate made from CON-

ACADO cocoa beans. Needless to say it was deli-

cious but also food for thought in the light of a 

deeper awareness of what Fairtrade really means to 

those who have so little. 

Julia Archibald  (With thanks to Producer File 

Fairtrade Foundation) 

Wilma, Basilio Almonte and his Spanish/English 

translator  
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Thinking Day 

On the 22nd of February each year Girl Guides of all 

ages celebrate Thinking Day ï Thinking about others 

in the organisation throughout the world.  

This year it was on a Sunday so the 1st Holm Brown-

ies, 1st St Andrews and Deerness Brownies and 1st St 

Andrews Rainbows celebrated their special day by 

joining in the morning worship in the East Mainland 

Church. The service started 

off with the units walking 

in with the unit flags and 

singing the National An-

them. We were made very 

welcome by June Freeth 

who led the worship that 

day and the first song we 

all sang together was One 

More Step Along The 

World I go.  

The service carried on then 

with some of the girls help-

ing to light candles and 

speaking about friendship 

and reminding everyone 

that they are unique and 

special in their own way. I 

then went on to doing a 

reading from Genesis about 

Noah's Ark. June then got 

some of the girls to act out 

the story and great laughter 

was heard when they all 

tried to fit in the pulpit 

which they were pretend-

ing was the Ark! 

After this a lot of the girls 

took part in a reading all 

about ñWhy it is best to be 

a Brownieò. The Rainbows 

then sang to everyone fol-

lowed by the Brownies 

signing their favourite song - ñCircle of Friendsò 

We also all renewed our promise. We finished the 

service with singing ñYou Shall Go Out With Joyò  

Again we would like to thank the East Mainland 

Church for inviting us to take part in the World 

Thinking Day Service. 

Karen Hume 


