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The East Mainland Manse

The holiday season is here… campers, coaches and cruise ships suggest summer is nearly with
us and bringing with it visitors from all over the world to enjoy the Orkney islands… our culture,
history and scenery. However it isn’t only the history and scenery that Orkney is known for it is
as well the warmth of welcome.

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. (Hebrews 13:2)

There’s a thought: that by showing the kindness of hospitality we might be entertaining angels
unawares - which got me thinking.

I thought we might celebrate Back to Church Sunday this year… usually
it falls on the last Sunday of September and a simple invitation is offered… "Would you like to come to church with me?" It’s so much
easier to go along to church with a friend or neighbour if you haven’t
been for a while – or ever. Simple as it sounds this idea works and has
been tried across the denominations and up and down the country. People who don't usually go to church will say ‘yes’ to a personal invitation
from someone they know.

As they say “it is the oldest idea of all, the one that made shepherds leave their flocks, fishermen
leave their nets, and tax collectors climb out of trees. Someone invited them!”

Church doors are held wide open in welcome. While offering a particular invitation to visitors
to Orkney you could make a point of inviting someone to church
who hasn’t come along for a while… We are always happy to see
old friends and new. However hosting a Back to Church Sunday
shows that little bit extra effort on our part making folk just a wee
bit more welcome and wanted. Nearer the time please look out for
information and invitations and be thinking who you might want to
invite and welcome into the heart of our Christian family.

Rev. Wilma Johnston
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The Visit of Basilio Almonte
During Fairtrade Fortnight on Sunday 1st March East
Mainland Church was very fortunate to receive a
visit from Basilio Almonte a cocoa producer from
the Dominican Republic. Although the evening was
of the sort winter in Orkney often presents us with,
we were transported to the sunshine and warmth of
the West Indies as Basilio began his slide presentation, allowing the joy and humility of his personality
to fill the church.
The Dominican Republic shares the Caribbean island of Hispaniola with its neighbour Haiti. More
than a third of the country’s population of 9.9 million live in poverty particularly in the rural border
areas where agriculture is the main occupation.
Basilio is the Technical and Quality Manager with
CONACADO a farmers’ organisation which has
been producing cocoa for Fairtrade since 1997.
More than two thirds of its members’ production of
cocoa is sold to the Fairtrade market, ensuring better, stable prices and the additional Fairtrade Premium of $200 a tonne to invest in a range of business
and community improvements.
What does this mean in practise? Farmers who are
part of the CONACADO cooperative grow the cocoa pods which are harvested for the cocoa beans
they contain. The initial processing of the cocoa
beans is carried out in the Dominican Republic then
they are exported to the UK to become the more familiar products of chocolate bars, biscuits, hot chocolate and cocoa powders, before being sold by various companies and initiatives under the Fairtrade
logo. This is of course the main business of the
farmers but the Fairtrade Premium further supports
these farmers in numerous ways: building drying
and warehouse facilities to improve the quality of
the cocoa, technical training to improve yields, road
repairs to ensure that the crop can be transported to
the production facilities all help the farmers. Local
communities are supported by building schools,
community centres and medical clinics. A project

close to Basilio’s heart is the provision of running
water to villages that have never had this. A recurring burst pipe in the Holm area produced a few
hours of mild irritation. Never to have had running
water? Beyond imagination.
After the service tea was served along with an opportunity to sample chocolate made from CONACADO cocoa beans. Needless to say it was delicious but also food for thought in the light of a
deeper awareness of what Fairtrade really means to
those who have so little.
Julia Archibald (With thanks to Producer File
Fairtrade Foundation)

Wilma, Basilio Almonte and his Spanish/English
translator
Out of the Life of our
East Mainland Congregation
Isabella Cormack

26/2/15

Violet Sutherland

7/4/15

Hylton Shearer

16/4/15

Marjorie Clouston

1/5/15

Also Remembered
Kenneth Sutherland

22/2/15

Linda Fulcher

19/4/15

Peggy Gorn

29/4/15
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Thinking Day
On the 22nd of February each year Girl Guides of all
ages celebrate Thinking Day – Thinking about others
in the organisation throughout the world.
This year it was on a Sunday so the 1st Holm Brownies, 1st St Andrews and Deerness Brownies and 1st St
Andrews Rainbows celebrated their special day by
joining in the morning worship in the East Mainland
Church. The service started
off with the units walking
in with the unit flags and
singing the National Anthem. We were made very
welcome by June Freeth
who led the worship that
day and the first song we
all sang together was One
More Step Along The
World I go.
The service carried on then
with some of the girls helping to light candles and
speaking about friendship
and reminding everyone
that they are unique and
special in their own way. I
then went on to doing a
reading from Genesis about
Noah's Ark. June then got
some of the girls to act out
the story and great laughter
was heard when they all
tried to fit in the pulpit
which they were pretending was the Ark!
After this a lot of the girls
took part in a reading all
about “Why it is best to be
a Brownie”. The Rainbows
then sang to everyone followed by the Brownies
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signing their favourite song - “Circle of Friends”
We also all renewed our promise. We finished the
service with singing “You Shall Go Out With Joy”
Again we would like to thank the East Mainland
Church for inviting us to take part in the World
Thinking Day Service.
Karen Hume
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Easter Services.
The Maundy Thursday evening service was led by
Marion Dicken who explained that the word Maundy came from the Latin mandatum, like the English
word mandatory. It is the first word in the phrase
"Mandatum novum do vobis ut diligatis invicem
sicut dilexi vos" ("A new commandment I give unto
you, That ye love one another; as I have loved
you"), the commandment that Jesus gave to his disciples at the last supper, and she explained that we
would end our service with a supper to be shared
together. Everyone who attended was seated in an
informal circle in the raised ‘choir’ part of the Worship Area. Several of us had been given parts to read
in a re-enactment of some of the principal scenes in
Jesus’ adult life leading to his crucifixion. To everybody who took part in the service it offered much on
which to reflect as we shared together a delicious
meal of tea, cake and biscuits (the cheese savouries
in the shape of the cross were my favourite). The
service was both different from the norm and a very
effective way to concentrate the mind on the meaning of the events of Holy Week.
On Easter Day our church was full for the Family
Service which was led by Jack Muir who told us of
his exploits as a young lad when he would roll a
decorated egg at Easter time. He said that it was
symbolic of of the stone which was rolled away
from the tomb – and this featured in the Gospel
reading [John 20 1-18]. The service warmed the
heart with the joy of the resurrection - starting with
Jesus Christ is Risen Today , rising to Praise the
Lord you Heavens Adore Him, and then mellowed
by the choir singing Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus before a rousing finish with Thine be the Glory; truly
stirring worship and all calmly interlaced with the
confidence of Jack’s leadership.
Gareth Williams

Guild
Festive Evening
The Guild and friends met for the Festive evening
on 3rd December. The carol 'Makeway'
was played by Joyce Johnston and Mabel Eunson
read from Luke 2: v1-7. Prayer followed and Iso-
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bel Clouston read from Luke 2:v8-14.
The president welcomed the three visitors to the
festive entertainment. We heard 'Church Bells are
chiming' by Greta Craigie, Art in the Deerness
school in the 1940's using only a pencil, ruler and
jotter, a humerous quiz and recollections of snow
up to the roof tops in 1931. Sweets were passed
around, and christmas cards and tree decorations
made at and for St Colms. A tray of items were
shown and members wrote down as many articles
as possible. Photo books and doll received from
a lady in her 89th year came next. A nativity scene was passed around and a poem 'Twas the night
before Christmas' was read. A delicious supper
was then served and after the vote of thanks, the
carol 'Joy to the World' was sung bringing to a
close a fine evening of fellowship.

4 March 2015
The Guild met for the Annual General Meeting
when the reports given were favourable.
The Invitation to visit Birsay, Harray and Sandwick Guild was moving closer and the programme
ready to be put together.
Rev Wilma Johnston was welcomed by Maureen
to speak on the Prison Service. Rev Wilma gave
us a fascinating talk on her time working as part
of a Learning Support Team at Perth Prison.
Reading and writing support for prisoners often
extended in to pastoral care for them, and issues
of anger and mental health were often just below
the surface.
Lighter times revealed Wilma's reminiscing about
handbag searches and the need to check very carefully what she brought with her into the prison.
Wilma concluded her talk with quoting Matthew
18:v21-22 reminding us of Jesus speaking on forgiveness. It was always her own heartfelt hope
that in helping these men they would 'make it' outside the prison system.
Tea was served by Margaret Sparkes and Thora
Craigie after which hymns for the World Day of
Prayer service were played on CD.
Maureen gave the vote of thanks and the meeting
closed with the Lord's prayer.
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World Day of Prayer
This year, on the 6th
March, we celebrated with our sisters
from the Bahamas.
They wrote the service on the theme of
what
Jesus said,
“Do you know what
I have done to you?”
We learnt about Jesus and his radical
love and issues that concern the women of the Bahamas. The design on the front of the service sheet,
by artist Chantal Bethel, showed pink flamingoes
( their national bird) bowing heads to their Creator.
Geographically from the most southerly island, Inagua, the lights of the islands of Cuba and Haiti can
be seen and the most northerly island is only 52
miles from the American coast.
All who attended read pieces from the various islands they represented eg. Eleuthera, Exuma, Inagua, Bimini, Abaco, Acklins and Grand Bahama,
acknowledging and standing in awe of the beauty
and splendour and majesty of the archipelago.
A mime was adapted from John 13: 1-17 and
played out by three of our group. Prayers of intercession were said for those on the fringes of society
suffering health problems, poverty and difficulties
suffered by migrant workers.
The hymns, 'Servant King' and 'The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended.' concluded the service.
Maureen Tait
1st April Meeting
The meeting began with hymn
600, 'Spirit of God,' with Isobel
playing the keyboard. The reading from Philippians 4 v4-9 was
given by Mabel and prayer was
taken from Guild Theme: Be
Bold, Be Strong. After the
minutes were read by Julia
Archibald, a small amount of business was attended
to.
Maureen then introduced Mrs Glenys Hughes who
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told us of her visit to Malawi with the World Exchange Organisation. On her return in 2006, she
raised funds for an adult choir to visit Orkney and
then developed a music project for orphaned children. Now three times a year 40 young people
under the age of sixteen can attend the centre. As
well as three good meals a day the children receive a choir uniform and shoes, music tuition,
traditional dance and drumming classes. The project is staffed by local Malawi teachers and house
parents.
Margaret Sparkes gave the vote of thanks and tea
was served by Linda and Maureen.
The South African hymn 'We are marching in the
light of God' was sung and prayer followed.
Messy Kirk
The theme for May Messy Kirk in May was Unity
in the Community. The bairns learnt how to share
and think about others that didn't have as much to
eat and how it would feel to go to bed hungry. Each of the boys and girls got gift cheques to
go home with that they could use to e.g. make
breakfast for the family for a week or entertain
somebody. There is a picture of the cross that was
made in April and a poster from May which had
the logo :- We are each unique and beautiful, but
together we are a masterpiece. We all learnt that if
we work together we can do so much more.
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Sunday School
On 22 March the Sunday School held a sale of
Easter cards and provided teas and waffles after the
service. A huge thank you to everyone who helped
with making the waffles and serving the teas. The
fantastic sum of £119.75 was raised for Sunday
School funds.
Katrina Tait
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St Andrews School
Since the last newsletter St Andrews School has been involved in many community events. P4-7 put on an
amazing Easter Show just before the holidays. Each class took inspiration from a different musical: P4
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, P5 Annie, P6 High School Musical and P7 Oliver. The school orchestra did a
splendid job performing a wide and varied musical repertoire. We were also treated to performances by the
Strings group, Woodwind group and Guitar Club. Many thanks to our music teacher, Mrs Jones, and her
husband, John Jones and our instrumental instructors Douglas Montgomery, Gemma Linklater and Brian
Cromarty.
The term ended with our Easter Service, held in the school and led by Rev. Wilma Johnston and was well
supported by parents. The service opened with a congregational song “You’ve got ta move.” P4 then read
some Spring poems. Next Rev Johnson led us in a prayer and we then sang, “We thank God for all who
care.” P3 then told us the story, “The Tale of Three Trees” which they acted out and accompanied with
sound effects to bring the story to life. The story helped to illustrate the meaning of the Easter Story. After
another song, Rev Johnston gave her
Easter message. This was followed by P2
reading out prayers of thanks which they
had written themselves. We finished the
service by saying goodbye to 3 families,
Rafi and Max Linklater, Lucy and Lyle
Robinson and Gemma Bremner and
wishing them well in their new schools.
Picture by Ellen Cooper and Leanna
Tomison P3L
Poems written by P2
Erin Foubister 26.03.15
Thank you for all the Easter chicks.
I like all the lovely yellow daffodils and the beautiful
flowers.
Thank you for the longer sunny days and the Easter
fun and the Easter eggs.
Thank you for letting us play in the sun. Thank you
for all the pretty rabbits, the little lambs are beautiful.
Ailsa Spence -26.03.15
Thank you for the flowers and the trees and Easter
eggs.
Thank you for all the chicks and the pretty yellow
daffodils.
Thank you for the longer days. Thank you for the
sunshine.

Murray Robertson – 26.03.15
Thank you for the yellow daffodils.
Thank you for the longer days.
Thank you for letting us watch the trees grow.
Thank you for sunshine.
Thank you for new life.
Thank you for Easter holidays.
Thank you for play time.
Thank you for chicks.
Thank you for all the chocolates.
Thank you for the Easter fun.
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BB Report
On Monday 16th February,
Mrs Firth and Mrs McIntosh
joined us to supervise in the
kitchen while the boys mixed
their pancake batter. The ladies cooked the batter. All
the pancakes disappeared.
On Tuesday 24th February, 4
boys entered the Battalion
Bible Reading and Quiz
competition. Although the
boys did well, we had no
winners this year.
On 16th March, the boys decorated hard boiled eggs and
rolled them towards a chocolate egg placed on the Hall
floor. The boy who rolled his
egg nearest to the chocolate
egg was Peter Cairns, so he
went home with the egg.
After the Easter holidays we
started back on the 13th April
with a nature walk to the back
of the Ness. We found no
nests this year with eggs in
them. Some of the boys collected bird bones.
On Sunday 26th April we travelled to Stromness to join the
other BBs from Orkney for the
Annual BB Parade.
On 20th May we will be competing for the Groundwater
Shield for football.
Our final event will be the
Presentation of Awards on
Sunday 24th May in the East
Mainland Church.

Wordsearch
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Minister -

Rev. Wilma Johnston

781772 rev.wilmajohnston@btinternet.com

Session Clerk

Tommy Delday

861311

Clerk to Congregational Board Linda Cromarty

781385 lmcromarty@aol.com

Treasurer

741395 garethinorkney@btopenworld.com

Gareth Williams

Elders
Brian Aim
Brian Archibald
Thora Craigie
Colin Delday
Tommy Delday
Mabel Eunson
Sheila Eunson
Alastair Foubister
Kathleen Gaudie
Laurence Irvine
Annabell Laird
Jack McIntosh
Jan Moar
Nancy Omand
Kenneth Rendall
Maisie Rendall
Bryan Scott
Joy Tait
Laurence Tait
Grace Wylie

781333
781483
861201
741253
861311
741325
861367
781288
781231
741304
861375
781352
741350
861286
877976
861325
861205
781267
876743
741342

Board Members
Julia Archibald
Joyce Baillie
Vera Butler
Isobel Clouston
Helen Hume
Iris Kemp
Marlene Mainland
Thora Moar
Brian Moss
Gareth Williams

781483
861343
861237
741297
781279
741352
781395
781274
861333
741395

Safeguarding Coordinator
Marlene Mainland

781395

Guild President
Maureen Tait

876743

Vice President
Joyce Johnston

874611

Secretary
Julia Archibald

781483

Treasurer
Morag Shearer
Organists
Isobel Clouston
Ruth Harvey
Joy Tait
Session Hoose Singers
Athole Thomson
EMC Band
Peter Cairns
Joy Tait
Sunday School
Marina Cairns
Rachael Moar
Katrina Tait
Messy Church
Rachael Moar
Boy´s Brigade
Jack McIntosh
Donnie Campbell
St. Andrews
Primary School

873579
741297
872261
781267
781376
781799
781267
781799
781762
861233
781762
781352

861256
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Month
June

July

Date

Event

4th

7:30pm

Guild Summer Rally in the Orphir Church

5th

3:30pm

Messy Church in the East Mainland Church

7th

11:00am

Worship and Sunday School + Tea in the East Mainland
Church

10th

7:30pm

Guild - Songs and Poems of Peace in the Session Room

14th

11:00am

Worship and Sunday School in the East Mainland Church

21st

11:00am

Worship and Sunday School Prize Giving in the East Mainland
Church

28th

11:00am

Worship in the East Mainland Church

1st

7:30pm

5th

11:00am

th

3 - 6pm

th

11:00am

Worship in the East Mainland Church

th

11:00am

Worship in the East Mainland Church

th

11:00am

Worship in the East Mainland Church

5
12
19
26
August

Time

10

st

1

Guild - Yoga with Jane in the Session Room
Worship in the East Mainland Church
Savoury Buffet Teas in the Deerness Community Centre

East Mainland Show Catering

2

nd

11:00am

Worship + Tea in the East Mainland Church

9th

11:00am

Worship in the East Mainland Church

16th

11:00am

Worship in the East Mainland Church

23rd

11:00am

Worship and Sunday School in the East Mainland Church

26th

TBA

th

30

11:00am

Blue Door

Guild Outing
Worship with Guild Rededication and Sunday School in the
East Mainland Church
14th - 19th December

Editorial Team:
Sheila Eunson, Kathleen Gaudie, Laurence Tait and layout compiled by Russell Manson
Please email articles, preferably using Times New Roman size 12, for the next newsletter to
eastmainlandchurch@gmail.com by 8th August
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