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From the Manse 

As I write this it is not even Guy Fawkes and it seems Christmas is in full swing already with super-

market shelves lined with tins of biscuits and the kidsô selection boxes and the trays of gold-covered 

chocolates. Iôm not going to mention the obvious.  

I was shopping for Christmas cake ingredients and looking at the fantastic variety of goods on offer 

and I wondered about our Presbytery Partners in Mangunda Parish, the Congregations of Mchenga, 

Matapwata and Namabango in the Thyolo Highlands of Malawi.   I wonder what Christmas is like for 

them? 

I am ashamed that I know so little about Malawi so thereôs lots to learn, but Iôve read that Malawi is 

one of the poorest countries in the world because of years of political tension and because many rural 

Malawians survive just by subsistence farming.    

Farmers everywhere are liable to complain about the weather, however, Malawiôs climate is more pre-

carious than most with hot dry spells followed by torrential floods.  Some of the proceeds from the 

Christmas Card Appeal 2017 will go to repair flood damage.   

And then there is the human tragedy of the spread of HIV-Aids, which has catastrophically affected  

society, leaving over one million children orphaned ï unimaginableé and yet Malawi is called ñthe 

warm heart of Africaò and I see why from watching videos of women cooking, and listening to them 

singing, and singing joyfully.  

Malawi has strong connections with Scotland starting with David Livingstone and so the link has con-

tinued meaning 80% of the population are Christian and the remainder mostly Muslim. 

So I wondered as we are preparing for a Christmas dinner what might a Christmas feast Malawi-style 

look like?  I soon found Malawian recipes online for special occasions like Christmas or any special 

family ódoô - Nsima served with a pumpkin leaf relish and a tomato omelette.  

Nsima is made very simply often with maize flour added to boiling water until it looks like semolina 

and it is boiled for 4 mins before more maize flour is added to make a really thick consistency.   It has 

to be thick and hold its shape, because itôs made into patties or quenelles, which are dipped in the 

pumpkin leaf relish and eaten with the tomato omelette. 

Nsima is the staple food of Malawi and the richer folk might have meat - goat or chicken.    Watching 

a video of the women cooking, whether in the kitchen or outside there were chickens running around 

and when the omelette was the centre, piece of the special feast it became clear why our Chickens for 

Africa are so important.  

There isnôt a Christmas tree to be seen, no robins, tinsel baubles or snow. Christmas presents are often 

simple home-made gifts or essential clothes for children & adults.   And off to church to meet and 

worship on Christmas Day, sometimes sharing a meal together, but especially to sing and dance and 

praise God for the gift of Christ.  

Iôm looking forward to the year ahead and our new link with Mangunda Parish and learning about 

their life and faith and sharing something of Orkney and Scotland. 

 

May the peace of Christ be yours this Christmas. 

Wilma  

Fundraising - Small Change ï Big Change 

We are always trying to think of ways to raise funds for the Kirk. The idea of ñSmall Change ï Big 

Changeò was suggested at the Congregational Board Meeting in August and it was agreed to give it a 

go. 

The idea is to collect your small change in a 500g butter/margarine tub and hopefully if enough peo-

ple take part it will be a painless way to boost the funds. 

The tubs will be handed out, for those who want to take part, with the Spring newsletter and then be 

collected with the next issue. 
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Blythswood Care - Christmas Shoe 

Box Appeal 2017 

Once again, a huge thank you to every-

one who donated filled shoe boxes or 

items for the recent appeal.  

47 shoe boxes were collected in the 

church before being passed to McAdie 

& Reeve for onward delivery to needy 

children, young people and adults in 

Eastern Europe and Pakistan. 

 

Blythswood received 121,474 shoe 

boxes last year which were distributed 

in Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, 

Moldova, Pakistan, Romania, Serbia 

and Ukraine. 

Tommyôs Presentation (Words by John Muir) 

Tommy has served this congregation as Session Clerk for 30 years.  

During that time he has seen a considerable turnover in elders and only a few are still serving from the time Tom-

my was appointed in 1987.  

He has had to deal with four vacancies following the departure of Alan Taylor, Peter Brown, Joan Craig and Miri-

am Gross and that certainly involves a very considerable increase in workload for the Session Clerk. Tommy has 

guided the incoming ministers into the dos and donôts of the parish and Iôm sure you, Wilma, will have appreciat-

ed Tommyôs guidance when you took up duty in the East Mainland.  

Tommy was one of the original members of the Worship Group and played a very active role in that. Not only in 

sharing in the service but also persuading others to participate.  

He was very heavily involved in the Union of the three congregations and in the renovation work done at both the 

Manse and in this Church building.  

At the time of the Union Tommy took the óOath de fideliô when he promised to be faithful to the duties of Session 

Clerk, to which Tommy responded óI doô.  

It goes without saying that Tommy has fulfilled that promise. He has dedicated his time and energy to so many 

aspects of this congregation and for that and for everything you have done, Tommy, to benefit this church, we the 

members, wish to express our very sincere thanks.  

And out with the Church Tommy, has played a very active part in this community.  
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Although he can no longer claim to be in the óYoung Farmerô category he was active in that organisation long 

after he became a more mature farmer.  

He coached teams of speech makers and stock judging teams and helped in the production at the concert com-

petitions. I have no recollection of seeing Tommy in the front row of the chorus ï nor indeed in parading in 

front of the judges at the fashion shows, but the Young Farmers was always very close to his heart.  

In addition to his everyday farming duties Tommy regularly showed his famous Suffolk sheep at the East 

Mainland and County Shows with considerable success and in fact your considerable expertise is recognised by 

other societies being asked to judge at other shows. You also find time to compete in the vegetable and flower 

section of the industrial show. And now that you will have more time on your hands maybe next year it will be 

knitting and crochet.  

For all that and so much more we, the members of the Kirk, wish to say a really big and genuine óThank youô.  

We had what is known in modern parlance as a óWhip roundô.  

From the proceeds I suggested that we might present you with a pure bred Suffolk Ewe, but I was over ruled 

and instead I have real pleasure in inviting you to come forward to accept this set of IT equipment. This goes 

with our grateful thanks for all you have done and to wish you good health in the years ahead.  


